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Capture your audience’s attention...

Ensure your audience understands your game...
Entertain your audience...

WHAT IS A GAME TRAILER
SUPPOSED TO DO?



CAPTURE YOUR
AUDIENCE’S ATTENTION!

The first 5-10 seconds are critical

19.4% of a video’s audience defects in the first 10 seconds*

44.1% click away after 60 seconds*

*Source: Visible Measures Sept 2010



HERE WE ARE NOW!
ENTERTAIN US!



WHAT IS YOUR GAME 
ABOUT?



FOCUS YOUR TRAILER
AROUND ONE CORE CONCEPT







SUPER T.I.M.E. FORCE

Zoomed in footage in specific areas

Slowed down gameplay footage

Has a Beginning, Middle, and End 

Trailer and music builds to a climax

Nice and quick teaser: 1m17s







Zoomed in for specific moments gameplay

REALISTIC SUMMER SPORTS
SIMULATOR

Builds to a call to action: “BUY!”

Explains the tone through VO & visuals

RSSS is a parody and is hilarious to play



DRAMATIC STRUCTURE

KEEPS YOUR VIEWER ENGAGED!



MAKES YOUR VIDEO MORE ENGAGING!

DRAMATIC STRUCTURE

set-up

climax

conclusion

rising actio
n

beginning middle end



MAKES YOUR VIDEO MORE ENGAGING!

AM I CREATING 
A STORY

WITH MY TRAILER?



Capturing high quality gameplay footage

TECHNICAL 
STUFF!



CAPTURING FOOTAGE 



CAPTURING FOOTAGE 

Screenflow 
(OSX)

Fraps 
(WIN)

Camtasia 
(WIN)

Camstudio 
(WIN)



CAPTURING FOOTAGE 

OS X: SCREENFLOW
• Best screen capture application on any platform

• $99 - Records everything, Screen, camera,
    mouse, windows 

• Great editing tools, well designed,can hide the
    cursor and replace it with whatever you want

• Possible to edit your whole trailer in Screenflow

TELESTREAM.NET/SCREEN-FLOW



CAPTURING FOOTAGE (Windows)

FRAPS, CAMSTUDIO, 
CAMTASIA

• Camstudio: $FREE!

• Fraps: $37

• Camtasia: $299 (WIN)

• Best out of the bunch is Camtasia, but it is
    infuriating to work with!

FRAPS.COMCAMSTUDIO.ORGTECHSMITH.COM/CAMTASIA

OS X: SCREENFLOW



CAPTURING FOOTAGE (Hardware)

BLACKMAGIC INTENSITY



CAPTURING FOOTAGE (Hardware)

DSLR VIDEO
• Works great for iOS games that make unique
    use of the hardware (accelerometer, gyroscope)

• Great way to show off social interaction with
    the game or to showcase touch interface



CAPTURING FOOTAGE (Hardware)

DSLR VIDEO
• Works great for iOS games that make unique
    use of the hardware (accelerometer, gyroscope)

• Great way to show off social interaction with
    the game or to showcase touch interface



CAPTURING FOOTAGE (Hardware)

DSLR VIDEO



WHAT MAKES A 
SUCCESSFUL

GAME TRAILER?



HIGH QUALITY
GAMEPLAY FOOTAGE



ENGAGE AND ENTERTAIN
YOUR  AUDIENCE

HIGH QUALITY
GAMEPLAY FOOTAGE



ENGAGE AND ENTERTAIN
YOUR  AUDIENCE

TEASE THE AUDIENCE THAT WHAT THEY’VE SEEN 
IS ONLY A GLIMPSE OF WHAT’S TO COME

HIGH QUALITY
GAMEPLAY FOOTAGE



CREATE A STORY!



ADD 
DUBSTEP!



Concepts to keep in mind...THANKS!
NATHAN VELLA
ALEC HOLOWKA
BIT COLLECTIVE

@kertgartner kertgartner.com

want even more information? bit.ly/trailer-blazing


