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Who am I?

Past: Current:

Key Points:

• Launched over 30 games onto Steam (and a couple on Xbox)
• Executed dozens of campaigns for games + brands with 

hundreds of high-quality influencers
• Got my first computer at the age of 2 and have been gaming 

ever since (See my other talks at Twitchcon and PAX!)



Let’s chat about influencer marketing

• Its importance in the gaming 
industry

• Common misconceptions

• What are the rules and 
regulations around it?



Markiplier – Famous YouTuber

?
What are influencers?



Where are influencers?



Why are influencers so important?

• Influencer marketing content 
delivers 11x higher ROI than 
traditional forms of digital 
marketing2

• 40% of people say they’ve 
purchased an item online after 
seeing it used by an influencer2



Why are influencers the key to your game’s 
success?

• Those that were acquired through 
influencer marketing had a 37% 
higher retention rate 3

• Mid-tier influencers have been 
responsible for up to 46% of some 
top games 4



Why do influencers work so well?

• Authentic

• Engaging

• Good at creating a variety of content to fit 
different demographic needs

• Great creators of micro communities

Influencers are:



What about traditional advertising?

• Gamers are cutting the cord at rapid rates

• 40% of gamers use ad blockers 5/6

• Streaming video and audio now account for over 
70% of Internet usage during peak times 7



Should you be doing influencer marketing?

• Influencer marketing isn’t just for AAA games

• Example of a successful indie: Binding of Isaac 8



Tips and tricks to get started

• Make your game accessible

• Make sure streamers can find your game

• Create your own influencer program



Ensure your success

Ways you can track influencers:

• Use of hashtags
• Bit.ly or other tracking links

Analytics tools:

• Twinge
• Gamesight Analytics
• SocialBlade
• Sully Gnome
• Tubular Labs

Attribution tools:

• Tune (mobile)
• Appsflyer (mobile)
• HasOffers (web)
• Gamesight Track (Steam)



FTC rules: Native advertising

• The point is to protect people from deceptive 
advertising practices

• Make it clear to viewers that their review is 
sponsored

• Giving someone a free game IS a form of 
sponsorship



• Provide images that your influencers can 
display at all times

Live video FTC tips



FTC recommends a sponsored notice in the title

Pre-recorded video



• Hashtags such as #sponsored 
or #ad help and don’t take up 
much space

Social media tips



1. http://twitchadvertising.tv/audience/

2. https://www.tapinfluence.com/influencer-marketing-statistics/

3. http://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/marketing-and-sales/our-insights/a-new-way-to-measure-word-of-mouth-marketing

4. https://blog.twitch.tv/https-blog-twitch-tv-game-creator-success-on-twitch-hard-numbers-688154815817

5. http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/ethics-stealing-games-journalism-ad-block-needs-die-priority/ 

6. https://www.destructoid.com/half-of-destructoid-s-readers-block-our-ads-now-what--247904.phtml 

7. http://www.businessinsider.com/sandvine-bandwidth-data-shows-70-of-internet-traffic-is-video-and-music-streaming-2015-12 

8. http://www.gamasutra.com/view/feature/182380/postmortem_mcmillen_and_himsls_.php
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Thank You!

Please feel free to follow me on Twitter: @omglazerkittens

or

Email me: becky@innervate.us


