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Disclaimer

o What | offer:
o A method for cohesive worldbuilding
o A model that measures interconnectivity
o A toolset that allows diverse expansion

e The following is no substitute for
o Creativity
o Creating meaningful content

. Note Examples made Ig yEd Graph Ed/tor
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Worldbuilding & Tracking storyworlds
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Narratives

o Characters having a series of events in locations
o Probably affecting other characters

WHO IS THIS AMADU, MISTRESS?

"When we find him, we’ll “Huang said he might know “Hopefully not an

(.1}

askhim,” something archaeologist.”




Maps

e Collection of locations in relation to each other
e Showing where interesting events occured
o Or where people live
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Timelines (histories)

e Sequence of events

e Showing causality or correlation
@

 Sequence of events? |
e [hat's a plot!




Characters

e Active agents
o Factions -> Individuals

o Objeets -> Attributes of characters

e Or convert to Characters:
eEXxcalibur
«One Ring
eMjolnir

Character name
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. ocations

e Physical space
o Places where events happen
o Places meaningful to characters
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Events

e Events = Moments
e Further reading: Natalie Heinich

e Newspaper worthy

e Events can be embedded Iin other events
e The Siege of Minas Tirith

e Grond breaks the gates
e The charge of the Rohirrim
e Theoden is killed
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Building a connected world

o Add characters = more story (drama)
o Add locations = more map
o Add events = more timeline

e Link new nodes to existing ones

. Rule of thumb: >2 /
o Preferably 4(?)




Example:
Riverwood (TES V: Skyrim)

(Bethesda Game Studios, 2011)
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Shape

General Label
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URL olls.fandom.com/wiki/Farengar_Secret-Fire ...

Descripion | Farengar attempts to perform some tests
for his research,

butis sent running by a blast of fire from

the angered dragon. hd

House

Fare et-Fire
Father and daughter

. Personality and traits

In general, Farengar is friendly enough to the Dragonbaorn;

cooperative without quirks, though sometimes mare than a little condescending.

He is scripted for the archetypal absent-minded professor,

being far more focused on abstract thought and scientific curiosity than to prefer practical interpersonal communication or stagnant common sense,
He treats Skyrim's Civil War with overall distaste, seeing it as an obstacle to progress,

but his personal loyalty and respect for Jarl Balgruuf transcends such things.

Dragon Research

Prior to the Dragonborn’s arrival at Dragonsreach,

Farengar regarded dragons as hypothetical, mythical phenomena.

He is fascinated upon learning their existence and expresses wishes to see one in person;

however, his wish is denied by Jarl Balgruuf on the grounds that it is too dangerous and

that Farengar is needed alive in Dragonsreach in order to continue researching ways to counter a dragon attack.
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Hierarchy
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Marvel Cinematic Universe — Phase 1
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Organic structures:

Return Of The Obra Dinn
(Lucas Pope; 2018
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Organic structures
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6 degrees of separation
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Bourdieu: Field theory

o Capitalism!

o Adds relative positions

e Bigger = more influence

e Likely have more connections




Bourdieu example
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Bourdieu example: relative power
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Bourdieu: transition of power




Bourdieu: cycle continues
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Boltanski & Thévenot: 6 orders

© ity ®

Inspired Domestic Fame

Market Civic Industrial

Boltanski, L., Thévenot, L., 2006 [1991], On Justification. The Economies of Worth, Princeton, Princeton University Press.
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‘Common
worlds’

Mode of
evaluation

(worth)

Test

Form of relevant
proof

Qualified objects

Qualified human
beings

Market

Price, cost

Market
competitiveness

Monetary

Freely circulating
market good or
service

Customer,
COonsumer,
merchant, seller

Industrial

Technical efficiency

Competence,
reliability, planning

Measurable:
criteria, statistics

Infrastructure,
project, technical
objedt, method,
plan

Engineer,
professional, expert

Civie

Collective
welfare

Equality and
solidarity

Formal, official

Rules and
regulations,
fundamental
rights, welfare
policies

Equal citizens,
solidarity unions

Domestic

Esteem, reputation

Trustworthiness

Oral, exemplary,

personally warranted

Patrimony, locale,
heritage

Authority

Inspired

GGrace,
singularity,
creativeness

Passion,
enthusiasm

Emotional
involvement and
expression

Emotionally
invested body or
item, the sublime

Creafive Beings,
artists

Fame

Renown,
fame

Popularity,
audience,
recognition

semiotic

Sign, media

Celebrity




Boltanski & Thevenot: values and orders




Conclusion

o Build worlds using Characters, Locations, Events

e Connect new nodes to embed
e Hierarchy
e Organic structures

« Measure/track your big players, bottlenecks _

e Diversify using sociology
o Relative power
e Transitions of power
e Values
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Thanks! Let's stay connected!

@NMultiNarratives
e gerben@multiverse-narratives.com

e Blog: https://multiverse-narratives.com
(Google ‘Connected Worlds Multiverse Worldbuilding’)
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