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Production / Conclusion
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THE USER INTERFACE 
ARTIST

•Contradicting Responsibilities

•To represent the visual tone

•To represent information clearly 
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PRE 
PRODUCT
ION Blue sky for defining the shell style



GDC 2010 © 2010 Harmonix Music Systems, Inc. 

Where to begin?
CREATING ART CONTENT
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CREATING ART CONTENT 
DIRECTION #1

•Authentic

•Historical accurate

•Span The Beatles career
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Cavern Club (1963)                         Sullivan Theater (1964)                    Shea Stadium (1965)

Budokan (1966)                              Abbey Road Studios (1967)             Apple Corps Rooftop (1969)   
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WHAT WE LEARNED 
FROM DIRECTION #1

•PBS documentary look is bad
•Should be a celebration of their music
•Old is bad
•Color is good



GDC 2010 © 2010 Harmonix Music Systems, Inc. 

•Authentic

•Celebration

•Color

•Fun

CREATING ART CONTENT 
DIRECTION #2
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Mike Krentz
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ANIMATIC
how does it move?
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•tech needs
•scheduling
•staffing

WHAT WE LEARNED FROM THE 
ANIMATIC
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TOOLS

animatic / fonts
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ANIMATIC TOOLS
how to develop in engine
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Mike “Fitzy” Fitzgerald
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UI elements
4:3 screen
transition

UI elements

4:3 screen

transition
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UI Camera Movement
splash main matchmaking venue select song select difficulty select

UI elements
4:3 screen
transition

based on users input 

based on specified time 

 Always loaded background

Dynamically Changing Art
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Camera movement with dynamic art

UI elements
4:3 screen
transition
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FONTS
an evolution of importing
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handmade
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mike mandell
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XBOX and PS3

http://www.emdpi.com
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no super sampling
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2x super sampling
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4x super sampling
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LABELS
controller object of fonts
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PRODUC
TION 
STARTS

art / wireframes / panels
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ART
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Nick Bright
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CAVERN CLUB
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CAVERN CLUB



© 2009 Harmonix Music Systems, Inc. 

sullivan theatre
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SULLIVAN THEATRE
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BUDAKON
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BUDAKON
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SHEA
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SHEA
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SHEA
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ABBEY ROAD
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ROOFTOP
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ROOFTOP
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ROOFTOP
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borders
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panels
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WIREFRAMES
deciphering design docs and the beginning of the marriage 
between art and design
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Soe Lin Post
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Rob “Windhammer” Weychert
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PANELS
one or more make a screen
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main menu
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matchmaking screen
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matchmaking player panel
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matchmaking list
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song select screen
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song select panel
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song select panel
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CONCLUS
ION
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THE DIVINITY OF DESIGN IS 
ALWAYS TRUMPED BY THE 
PROCESS OF PRACTICAL 
EXECUTION.
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QUESTIO
NS kevin@harmonixmusic.com

www.thebeatlesrockband.com
www.rockband.com
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