DON’T LEARN
TO PROGRAM

Really.

@Schoemanna tor




Yes, really.




But probs not for the
reason you think.




BUT FIRST... WHO AM I?

@Schoemannator | Sarah.Schoemann@gmail.com

Founder of Different Games Conference /...,
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PhD Student at GA Tech.

Tech teacher of (formerly)
teens, (now) undergrads.

Indie game designer from the NYC game scene.
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DIVERSITY?
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But back to
not programming.




WHO SAID TO ANYWAY?

“Don’t just buy a new video game — make one. Don't just
download the latest app — help deS|gn it. Don’t just play on
your phone — program it.”jis |




WHAT WE TALK ABOUT WHEN WE
TALK ABOUT “PROGRAMMING”




DIVERSITY

a David A Hill Jr W Follow

I've had prominent designers compliment my games, while
complimenting my wife's appearance, when we develop
together. #1reasonwhy

.
filamena W Follow

Because conventions, where designers are celebrated, are
unsafe places for me. Really. I've been groped.
#1reasonwhy

& Lillian Cohen-Moore W Follow

Because I'm sexually harassed as a games journalist, and
getting it as a games designer compounds the misery.
#lreasonwhy

26 Nov 12 <4~ Reply 13 Retweet *7:..,"7

Kevin Rose Mike Arrington Mike Davidson
digg TechCrunch Newsvine

AN {

“

Jéff Vee Tantek Celik Dick Hardt

Google Technorati Sxip
v

Cal Henderson Matt Mullenweg  Evan Williams
Fiickr WordPress Odeo

Tom Coates Ted Rheingold Carl Sjogreen
Yahoo! Dogster Google Calendar

Steve Olechowski Ryan Carson
Feedburner Amigo
DropSend



THE "NEW SUPERPOWER?”

S

" (REATED facebook




AND OF COURSE

) Everybody in this country should

learn how To program a computer...

because it teaches you howto think.”
- Steve Jobs
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NEW VOICES

HOW FREAKS,
= NORMALS, I rodar
Lj- AMATEURS, ARTISTS, & ‘)
-3 DREAMERS, DROP-

OUTS, QUEERS,

HOUSEWIVES, AND

PEOPLE LIKE YOU

ARE TAKING BACK
I FEEL WEIFRD AN ART FORM
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DRAG AND DROP TOOLS




& diver-ball- Scratch

Save As | | Share! ® Language ® | | Extras | | Want Help? diver-
g g Em e X 283K
O]

x -68 i -30 direction: 55

Scripts ' Costumes ! Sounds !

move steps
turn & degrees

turn & degrees

point in direction Ed move steps

point towards | if on edge, bounce

point towards Sprite2
g0 to x: @D v:
goto |

glide ) secs to x: @)

changa x by,

set x to (@

change y by

set y to @

if on edge, bounce
Spritel Sprite2
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ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES




A Large Team Structure

INDUSTRY JOBS

Assistant
Producer
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ALTERNATIVE DISTRIBUTION

KONGREGATE

NEWGROUNDS



DIY/ CREATIVE COMMUNITY
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(g Knight Foundation

Knight News Challenge

ZINEGAMES * (20%) - Twine




OMG THANK YOU!

@Schoemannator | Sarah.Schoemann@gmail.com

(S Knight Foundation

Knight News Challenge




